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CAST

Julia de Avilez Rocha — Rita
Jay Chapman - Guy
Isaac Miller - 0
Suri Noelle - Angel

Stage Directions Read by Livie Johnston




ABOUT THE SHOW

Cosmic Microwave Background is about Rita, a former
translator of Italian poetry, and her husband as they leave
New York for remote serenity in the desert. But only she
hears a persistent buzz that envelops the landscape and
pierces her fresh start. When her tech-optimist neighbor
echoes her concern, they set off to discover the elusive
sound and restore silence before it explodes her sanity.

ABOUT CSA: OFF THE PAGE

CSA: Off the Page shines a light on the powerful voices
just beyond our CSA mainstage. This three-part reading
series showcases the work of runner-up artists whose
stories, scripts, and ideas embody the same bold creativity

at the heart of the Community Supported Art Performance
Series. Join us to experience fresh perspectives, works-in-
progress, and the exciting artistry that’s shaping the future
of Pittsburgh’s performance scene.




WHO’S WHO

Julia Fraser | Writer

is an emerging playwright. Her play
Cosmic Microwave Background was
selected as a finalist for the 2024 Seven
Devils New Play Contest. By day, she's a
reporter for WESA — Pittsburgh’s NPR
station. A former archaeologist and Peace
Corps volunteer, she holds a BA from
Northwestern University and an MPhil from
the University of Cambridge.

Daina Griffith | Director

is mostly known as an actor and began
directing in 2022. Directing credits:
Stravinsky's The Soldier's Tale (Chamber
Orchestra of Pittsburgh), Merrily We Roll
Along (Front Porch Theatricals), Three
Sisters (The Collective), Dead Man's
Cellphone (Seton Hill University), Jerry's
Girls (Point Park University), A Christmas
Story (Pittsburgh Public Theater, Associate
Director). Daina is currently acting in City
Theatre's Eureka Day and will be directing
Working for Front Porch Theatricals in May!
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Ramin Akhavijou | Sound Design

is @ musician, technologist, instrument
designer, and multimedia artist. His
compositional work and research are driven
by the dialectic interrelation between
sounds, a central concern and motivator in
his artistic journey. Through various
interdisciplinary projects, he investigates
this interrelation scientifically, blending his
passion for science and technology with his
diverse compositional paths. Akhavijou was
a lead artist for CSA 12 with his
revolutionary music project, Ego.

Livie Johnston | Stage Directions

is a first-year Master of Arts Management
student at Carnegie Mellon University and
is grateful to be working with the New
Hazlett this year as a Creative Marketing
and Production intern. They got their BA in
Theatre at Smith College where they
directed Al Takes a Bride by Gary Sunshine
and worked on several other productions.




WHO’S WHO

Julia de Avilez Rocha I Rita

based in Pittsburgh, PA, Julia has trained
with Shakespeare & Co., The Philippe
Gaulier School, and has a BA in English
with a minor in Theatre Arts from the
University of Pittsburgh. Select credits:
Seagull (Quantum), Pussy Sludge (RLT),
Cherry Orchard (Quantum), Comedy of
Errors / Macbeth (Shakespeare & Co).
Select film credits: Thanks to Her (Andy
Wellick). @juliadeavilez

Jay Chapman | Guy

is a Pittsburgh native and (2023 Acting)
graduate of Point Park University. He is
thrilled to participate in this reading.
Recent credits include Sister Act, Grease,
and Stick Fly. When not performing, Jay
teaches acting with the Bill Nunn Theatre
Outreach Project, Pittsburgh Musical
Theater, and Pittsburgh CLO Academy,
where he is passionate about mentoring the
next generation of artists.
@Thejaychapman
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Isaac Miller 1 0

is playing the title role in Gallery of Heroes
Tour, Young Washington (CLO). Recent
credits: ENRON (Quantum), Campfire
Stories 2 (Vigilance), Titanic the Musical
(LPPAC), The Crucible (Vigilance), and the
2025 staged reading series with City
Theatre and PICT. He was awarded Best
Supporting Actor for The Summoning in
last year's Pittsburgh 48 Hour Film
Festival. CMU School of Drama Class of
2017. Docherty Agency.

@isaacmiller412

Suri Noelle | Angel

is a sophomore studying Musical Theatre at
Carnegie Mellon University. She graduated
from LaGuardia High School for Classical
Voice. She was most recently in a new
musical workshop, There Goes the Bride, at
the New Hazlett Theater. She is so excited
to be here today working with this
incredible team!













