
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Welcome to  our Fourth and Final  Production of Our  28th Season  

ñStrength, Voices, and Hope ò 
 

We are pleased to close our 28th season with ñHopeò as we present this great 
American classic, Twelve Angry Men. 
 
April marked the 68th anniversary of the release of the movie, an iconic 
courtroom drama loved both on the stage and on the screen.  Its gripping 
exploration of justice, reasonable doubt, and human nature continues to resonate 
with audiences. 
 
The film and play script have been studied in law schools for the depiction of 
reasonable doubt and jury deliberation; its themes of prejudice, morality, and 
individual conviction remain strikingly relevant.  
 

As you watch the performance, consider what it would be like if you were selected to as a juror in today's 
society.  Is there anything you would do differently?    
 
We provide unique elements to enhance your visit, including lobby displays and opening night post-show 
discussions.  These are designed to spark meaningful conversations with your family and friends, creating 
positive memories to enrich your theatre experiences as we fulfill our mission to entertain, engage, and 
inspire audiences.  Our Opening Night Post-Show discussion is with Judge Lisa Middleman of the Allegheny 
County Court of Common Pleas. 
 
Thank you for joining us, and we hope you enjoy the performance!   
 
Our Board of Directors and Staff are excited to announce our 29th season with three world premiere plays 
written by three local playwrights. However, we need your financial support. Please become a Prime Stage 
Donor.  Support - Prime Stage 

 
 

 
 

Connie Brinda, 
General Manager 
 
 

 

 Prime Stage Theatre Brings Literature and History to Life! 

https://primestage.com/support/
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Adapted by Sherman L. Sergel 

Based on the television movie by Reginald Rose 
 

Directed by  

Shane Valenzi 
 

Featuring : 

Paul Anderson 

John Dolphin 

Marc Duchin 

Jason X. Fernandez 

Luke Hancock 

Sam Lander 

Marc LaSpada 

Everett Lowe 

David Nackman 

Johnny Patalano 

Matthew J. Rush 

Mark Spondike 

Keith Zagorski 

  
 

   Production Manager  
   Alexis Hawk 

 
 Scenic Designer   Technical Director  Lighting Designer  
 Alex Barnhart Alex Barnhart Madelyn Missmer

  
 Sound Designer  Costume Designer  Properties Designer  
 Samantha Magill Meg Kelly Alex Keplar 

  
 Fight Director  Dialect Coach  Stage Manager  
 Michael R. Petyak Lisa Bansavage Elizabeth Tweel
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Twelve Angry Men  

A jury of twelve ordinary men are charged with deciding the fate of a teenager on trial for murdering his father. 
Can they overcome their backgrounds and biases while struggling to render a fair life-or-death verdict? 

 

THE CAST 

Mark Spondike  .......................................................................................................... Foreman 

Matthew J. Rush ......................................................................................................... Juror #2 

Johnny Patalano ......................................................................................................... Juror #3 

Keith Zagorski ............................................................................................................. Juror #4 

Sam Lander ................................................................................................................. Juror #5 

John Dolphin ............................................................................................................... Juror #6 

Luke Hancock ............................................................................................................. Juror #7 

Everett Lowe ............................................................................................................... Juror #8 

Jason X. Fernandez .................................................................................................... Juror #9 

Paul Anderson ........................................................................................................... Juror #10 

David Nackman ......................................................................................................... Juror #11 

Marc Duchin .............................................................................................................. Juror #12 

Marc LaSpada ................................................................................................................ Guard 

 
 

Setting:  
1950ôs Jury Room in New York City 

 

Run Time:  
Approximately 90 minutes and no intermission 

 
 

ARTISTIC AND DESIGN STAFF  

 Director  ............................................................................................................. Shane Valenzi  

 Producing Artistic Director ................................................................................. Wayne Brinda 

 Production Manager .............................................................................................. Alexis Hawk 

 Scenic Designer ................................................................................................. Alex Barnhart 

 Technical Director .............................................................................................. Alex Barnhart 

 Lighting Designer ......................................................................................... Madelyn Missmer 

 Sound Designer ............................................................................................ Samantha Magill 

 Costume Designer ....................................................................................................Meg Kelly 

 Properties Designer ............................................................................................... Alex Keplar 

 Fight Director ............................................................................................... Michael R. Petyak 
 Dialect Coach .................................................................................................. Lisa Bansavage 

 Stage Manager ................................................................................................ Elizabeth Tweel 

 Carpenter ......................................................................................................... Michael Boone 

 Lighting Manager and Board Operator ................................................................ Piper Steffek 

 Stage Crew ......................................................................................................... Emma Moore 

 Audio Describer .............................................................................................. Nathan Ruggles 

 Real-Time Live Captioner  ....................................................................................... Anna Cillo 

 Photographer .................................................................................................. Laura Slovesko 

 Videographer ................................................................................................... Brandon Pierce 

 New Hazlett Box Office Manager .................................................................... Nathan Wagner 

 New Hazlett House Manager .................................................................... Lauren N. Wijangco 

 New Hazlett Sound Manager and Board Operator ................................................ Adam Davy 
 
 

Please silence all cell phones. The use of any recording device, either audio or video, 
and taking photographs, either with or without flash, is strictly prohibited.  



PRIME STAGE THEATRE WOULD LIKE TO OFFER A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING:  

Opening Night Post-Show Discussion with: 

Judge Lisa Middleman of the Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas 

 

Andrew Carnegie Free Library & Music Hall in Carnegie 

Eckert Seamans Attorney at Law 

Carnegie Mellon University 

Downtown Pittsburgh Lions Club 

Front Porch Theatricals 

GPAC / Great Pittsburgh Arts Council 

Little Lake Theatre 

LAMP / Library of Accessible Media for PA 

North Hills Shaler Library 

New Hazlett Theater Staff and Volunteers 

Prime Stage Theatre Staff and Volunteers 

 

RECYCLE GLASSES 

Prime Stage Theatre in Partnership with the Downtown Pittsburgh Lions Club will be 
collecting usable glasses that give new life  during the run of our productions.  
. 
Refractive errors can be easily corrected with eyeglasses, yet millions living in low- and 
middle-income countries lack access to basic eye care services. Lions have recognized 
the urgent need for corrective lenses and collect usable glasses in their communities to 
support the Lions Recycle for Sight Program. 

 
 

 
The Pittsburgh Lions Club, established in 1920, is the oldest Lions Club in Pennsylvania. Focusing on the 

Downtown and Uptown neighborhoods of Pittsburgh, the Club is open to any interested persons who live or work 

in Pittsburgh and want to join the Lions' mission "to serve."  

 

The Pittsburgh Lions Club is actively recruiting for new members who live and/or work in the Downtown and 

Uptown neighborhoods. Conscious of busy schedules, our club aims to choose strategic service projects and 

fundraising campaigns that allow busy, civic-minded professionals to participate. We are currently planning for 

2024 and open to ideas from new members. Join us and be a part of the Future of The Lions. 

 

Lions Clubs International is the world's largest service club organization with more than 1.4 million members in 

approximately 46,000 clubs in more than 200 countries and geographical areas around the world. 

 

 

EVERY DONATION MAKES A DIFFERENCE!     

When you donate to Prime Stage Theatre, you support our mission, productions, programs, staff, and care about 
the arts.   
 
The Power of Live Theatre is Invaluable  

 
Donations can be made: 

¶ In the lobby with our QR code 

¶ On our website under ñSupportò  

¶ By mail to Prime Stage Theatre, PO Box 99446, Pittsburgh, PA 15233 



ACCESSIBILITY  

At Prime Stage Theatre we believe everyone should be able to enjoy the experience of live theatre and what is 
happening on stage.  We are committed to providing an environment that is inclusive and welcoming to all 
patrons. Access for patrons using wheelchairs or walkers is available. We ask that you identify any special 
seating needs with the Box Office staff when reserving your tickets in advance on-line or by calling the New 
Hazlett Box Office 412.320.4610. 
 
Assistive Listening  
Assistive Listening Devices for patrons who need additional amplification are available for all performances. 
Please visit the Box Office upon arrival to obtain a device. 
 
Audio Description Performance , The Last Sunday of each production with On-Stage Pre-Show, Actor Voice 
ID, and Touch Tour at 1:30, Audio Pre-Show at 2:15 and Performance at 2:30PM 
Audio Description (or AD) helps to make visual imagery accessible to people who are blind or visually impaired. 
Visual elements can include costumes, sets, character appearances, along with the action, gestures, facial 
expressions, and other visually important images. Itôs used to enhance understanding and enjoyment of the live 
performance. 

This equipment was made available to the community thanks to the  
Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council through a grant from the Allegheny Regional Asset District. 

 
Real Time Live Caption Performance , The Last Sunday of each production at 2:30 
Anna Cillo of Advanced Realtime Captioning Solutions will provide our patrons with real-time live captions for 
patrons who are deaf or hard of hearing. 
 

Sensory Inclusive Performance , The Last Saturday of each production at 2:30PM 
Our performances are designed as a family experience. We offer a quiet area and our patrons have access to 
Sensory bags designed to assist the needs of adults and children.  The bags are filled with items that may help 
lessen sensory overload and engage. The bag items are also easily cleaned and sterilized for multiple uses. 

 

 

 

ACCESSIBILITY STAFF BIOGRAPHIES  

Anna Cillo , Realtime Captioner  
Advanced Realtime Captioning Solutions is owned and operated by Anna Cillo, who has been providing captions 
and real-time court reporting in western Pennsylvania and the surrounding states since 2009.  Anna Cillo is a 
member of the NCRA, the Association of Court Reporters and Captioners, and a graduate of CCAC.  She worked 
as the staff captioner for the Pittsburgh Pirates from 2014-2022 and has provided captions for the Pittsburgh 
Chapter of the Hearing Loss Association throughout her career.  Advanced Realtime Captioning Solutions was 
founded in 2018 in response to the demand for captioning in and around the City of Pittsburgh.  We have provided 
captions and consulting to many organizations and individuals within the City of Pittsburgh and the surrounding 
areas. Some organizations we have worked with include Carnegie Mellon University, The Pittsburgh Cultural 
Trust, The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, Duquesne University, City Theater, The Children's Museum of 
Pittsburgh, Temple Sinai, The Heinz History Center, and have been working with the Center for Hearing and Deaf 
Services for many years. 
 
Nathan Ruggles , Audio Describer  
Nathan has provided Audio Description (AD) services for Prime Stage patrons who are blind and visually impaired 
since 2017. Together they received the 2022 Award for Achievement in Audio Description for Theater from The 
American Council of the Blind (ACB). Founder and Principal of Audio Describe Pittsburgh!, he provides AD for the 
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust Broadway Series and Pittsburgh CLO, and serves theaters and venues in the greater 
Pittsburgh area and beyond. He has also worked with organizations such as Film Pittsburgh, the Childrenôs 
Museum, Andy Warhol Museum, Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council, and the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts. He 
has trained through the Audio Description Institute, Audio Description Access, Audio Description Coalition, VSA 
Pennsylvania, and the Kennedy Center Leadership Exchange in Arts and Disability (LEAD). Beyond writing and 
narration, he furnishes comprehensive services that include recording, consulting, and technical support, bringing 
his unique background in professional stage acting, voice over, broadcast radio, podcast production, arts 
administration, political advocacy, and radio reading services.  



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   

 

  



  



  



DIRECTOR 

Shane Valenzi  
Shane is thrilled to be making his directorial debut for Prime Stage, where he began 
his theatrical career as a child actor in The Secret Garden and To Kill a 
Mockingbird.  Shane currently serves as the Artistic Director for the Gilbert and Sullivan 
Opera Company, based in Chicago, where he has directed the main stage productions 
for more than a decade.  Other directing credits include Candide, Ragtime, and Crazy 
for You with the Penn Singers in Philadelphia, Well Plotted with the Kennedy Center 
in Washington, D.C., and local productions with the Pittsburgh Savoyards, Stage 62, 
and Quaker Valley High School, where he made his directorial debut with Twelve 
Angry Men as a high school senior under the supervision of Juror 12.  By day, Shane 
is a trial lawyer with Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott.  Thanks to his wife, Eleanor for 
agreeing to single parent during the month of April, his daughters, Mabel and Edith, 
and Wayne, Connie, Elizabeth, and the entire cast and crew for bringing this 
exceptional production to life. 

 

DIRECTOR NOTEôS 

Dispite my background as a trail lawyer, my long time fascination with Twelve Angry Men has little to do with the 
depiction of the legal system or its iconic examples of effective rhetorical argument, and more to do with the title; 
this is a show about masculinity, and it is a show about anger.  The jurors in this production are angry - angry at 
their lot in life, angry at being trapped in an uncomfortable room, angry at being forced to serve on a jury, angry 
at being excluded from the social groups forming within that room.  The reasons vary, but anger is part of the 
human condition, and it is the jurors' internal and external struggle with that emotion that fuels the action of this 
piece.  
 
The Ashe conformity studies of the 1950s introduced a revolutionary psychological explanation for grouplink: 
individuals will often conform to a group's incorrect answer, even when the correct answer is obvious, to avoid 
appearing different or being ridiculed.  Further, recent studies suggest a strong link between testosterone levels 
and a reluctance to admit one is wrong (yes, really). And those hormonal pressures combined with the "toxic 
masculinity" environment and culture of the 1950's makes our jurors fight both internal and external impulses to 
make one of hardest choices they could possibly make: admitting they are wrong and changing their mind in the 
midst of a group.  Watching each juror's individual struggles with these impulses make up the true conflict of the 
piece, and it is that fundamental, unchanging conflict of humanity that makes Twelve Angry Men as universally 
fascinating today as it was seventy years ago.  Thank you for coming, and enjoy the show! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                     

                                                                  "I never saw a guiltier man in my life..." Juror #3  

 



 

 

 

 

 



ACTOR BIOGRAPHIES 

Paul Anderson, Juror #10  
Pittsburgh credits include Principia Scriptoriae at City Theatre Company, 3 Guys Naked from the Waist Down at 
Upstairs Theater, Gallery of Heroes tour with Pittsburgh CLO, At This Eveningôs Performance and Lend Me a 
Tenor at St. Vincent Theater and most recently The Trial of David Bradford at Washington County Courthouse. 
 
John Dolphin, Juror #6  
John is a local actor, playwright, and teaching artist. Previous Prime Stage productions include The Ruby Bridgeôs 
Story, Great Expectations, A Wrinkle in Time, The Boxcar Children and The Miracle Worker. Other acting credits 
include The Servant of Two Masters at the Pittsburgh Savoyards (nominated best supporting performer in a play 
by Broadway World Pittsburgh), Painting Lessons for the CSA Series at the New Hazlett Theatre, and understudy 
for the role of (The Legionnaire / Mike) in What the Constitution Means to Me at City Theatre. Other local credits 
include The Pittsburgh New Works Festival, The Young Playwrights Festival, and The New Renaissance Theatre. 
He has performed at the Studio Arena Theatre in Buffalo where he also worked as a teaching artist. His favorite 
role at the Studio Arena was Whit in Of Mice and Men. NYC credits include productions at the Off-Center Theatre, 
The New Theatre, The American Folk Theatre and The Music Theatre Lab. 
 
Marc Duchin, Juror #12  
Marc Duchin is thrilled to be making his Prime Stage debut with Twelve Angry Men. Over the past years, he has 
performed in several productions at Little Lake Theatre including Wait Until Dark [Sam], The Book of Will [Henry 
Condell], Rumors [Glenn Cooper], and Bloomsday [Robert]. He has also appeared in several short films for 
Pittsburghôs 48 Hour Film Project receiving a Best Actor award for the 2020 film ñPast the Worst.ò Marc earned 
his MA in Educational Theatre from New York University.  Since moving back to Pittsburgh 25 years ago, he 
continues to perform the rewarding role of full-time English teacher and mock trial coach at Quaker Valley High 
School. Special thanks to director (and former Quaker) Shane.  Forever love and gratitude to Kathryn, Sophia and 
Ava. 
 
Jason X Fernandez, Juror #9   
Originally from Stockton, CA, his first acting job was in the mid 1970's. The play was The Fantasticks at The 
University of The Pacific in Stockton where he played Matt. As a drama major and music minor, he attended San 
Joaquin Delta College where he performed in College and Community Theatre productions. Jason was a member 
of a Christian International Theatre company called The Covenant Players travelling and performing throughout 
the United States and Europe. Recently, he performed in Man of La Mancha as Sancho Panza at The Center 
Stage in Rochester, PA and in Peter and the Starcatcher for Bobcat Players. His interests include history, chess 
and mime. Twelve Angry Men is his first performance for Prime Stage. He is looking forward to it.   
 
Luke Hancock, Juror #7  
Luke is thrilled to make his Prime Stage debut. He recently played Banquo in the Heritage Player's production of 
Macbeth. Other roles include The Third Man in The Baltimore Walz, The Doctor in the New York City debut of The 
Architect of Destiny, by Michael Gianakos, Polonius in Hamlet, Sir Toby Belch AND Sir Andrew Aguecheek in 
Twelfth Night (itôs a long story that involves puppets) and Arthur in Ah! Wilderness. Luke holds a BFA in acting 
from Marymount Manhattan College and wants to thank his amazing family (Kristen, Wyatt and Alex) for their 
generosity, love, and endless support.  
 
Sam Lander, Juror #5  
Sam is excited to be back in Prime Stageôs production of Twelve Angry Men. He is a graduate of Point Park 
Universityôs Theatre Arts program and a graduate of the ACADEMY at BlackBox Acting in Chicago. He can last 
be seen as Pip in Great Expectations at Prime Stage, Laurie in Little Women at Little Lake Theatre, Bernard in 
Death of a Salesman at Split Stage, and Napoleon in Animal Farm at Stage Warp. He is so excited to be able to 
play in this amazing ensemble! He would also like to thank Shane Valenzi for thinking he can get angry enough 
to be in the show, and heôd like to give a special thanks to his partner Shelby Fink for always supporting him, and 
his dog, Maki, and cat, Chloe, for tolerating his long absences. 
 
Marc LaSpada, Guard  
Marc is excited for his first production with Prime Stage Theatre. He has previously been seen at the Geyer 
Performing Arts Center in Scottdale as Dewey in School of Rock, Mordcha in Fiddler on the Roof, Eddie in 
Rocky Horror Show, and Kerchak in Tarzan. He will also be performing at DDP studios in Charleroi as Lenny 
Ganz in Rumors this May. He would like to Thank Shane Valenzi for this opportunity and to thank his wife, 
Rachel, and daughter, Aleyah, for all their love and support in his theatrical endeavors. 
 



ACTOR BIOGRAPHIES  

Everett Lowe, Juror #8  
Everett is pleased to return to Prime Stage, having appeared previously in their productions of Frankenstein, 
Twelfth Night, The Importance of Being Earnest, and others. Everett is a performance theater graduate of Geneva 
College and serves as Managing Director of Cup-A-Jo Productions (in addition to being one of the companyôs 
founding members). Everett has been privileged to work with several other theater companies around the city, 
including PICT, 12 Peers Theatre, No Name Players, Pittsburgh Playwrights Theatre, Throughline Theatre, The 
Summer Company, Little Lake, and many more. Many thanks to Shane, Wayne, and the cast and crew for this 
wonderful experience. Love always to my family and friends for their continual and enthusiastic support. Bless the 
Lord, O my soul! 
 
David Nackman, Juror #11  
David is thrilled to be back at Prime Stage, having appeared here in Witness for the Prosecution, Perseverance, 
Frankenstein, The White Rose, and the one-person play Karloff. Recent onstage work includes The Laramie 
Project and The SpongeBob Musical at the Theatre Factory, Three Blind Mice at Carnegie Stage, If/Then at 
Riverfront Theatre Company, and Oliver! at Mon River Arts. Other recent work includes multiple characters in a 
fantasy podcast series The Fate of Korr, a very bad guy in the horror film House of Tears, and Claudius in an 
audio production of Hamlet. Highlights from his pre-Pittsburgh era include the first national tour of Neil Simonôs 
Biloxi Blues, a stint on Broadway in Simonôs Broadway Bound (with Joan Rivers), an indie feature with Judith 
Malina, and 20 years as a director and ensemble member with NYCôs off-off-Broadway Castillo Theatre.  
 
Johnny Patalano, Juror #3  
Johnny was most recently seen as Mario ñBonesò Bonino in the Pittsburgh premier of Andy Warholôs Tomato 
with PICT. Before that he played Detective Cole in Stop Kiss with Cross-Stich Theater Company, Jeeter in Last 
of the Boys at the Greensburg Civic Theatre, and Signor Pantalone in The Servant of Two Masters with the 
Pittsburgh Savoyards. He made his Pittsburgh theater debut more than twenty years ago as Tony in Tony óN 
Tinaôs Wedding in Station Square. Following a seven-month run with ñTony óN Tina,ò he worked around the 
Pittsburgh area for several local theaters including Veronicaôs Veil Players where he played Tripp in Five 
Women Wearing the Same Dress, the Heritage Players where he played Carl the Bus Driver in Bus Stop, and 
Asylum Entertainment where he had several roles including Paul in Barefoot in the Park, Oscar in the Odd 
Couple, and Vito in It Had to be You. 
 
Matthew J Rush, Juror #2  
Matthew is excited to return to Prime Stage for this thrilling production.  Favorite roles include Father Flynn in 
Doubt, Caldwell Cladwell in Urinetown, and Lawrence Jameson in Dirty Rotten Scoundrels, all at Stage 62, as 
well as Baldy in A Man of No Importance (Front Porch Theatricals), Montague in Romeo and Juliet (PICT Classic 
Theatre), Archibald in The Secret Garden (Heritage Players), and Enjolras in Les Miserables (Barrow-Civic 
Theater).  Matthew has appeared in choral performances with several regional symphony orchestras, and has 
competed in the World Championships of Irish Dance.  
 
Mark Spondike, Foreman   
This is Markôs first production with Prime Stage. He primarily works with Paragon Studios where he acts, teaches, 
directs, and music directs. Recent credits with Paragon include, Director of Lend Me a Tenor, Music 
Director/Mysterious Man in Into the Woods, Colonel Mustard in Clue, Joe in Working, and Fagan in Oliver. Mark 
has been a vocal music teacher at Pittsburgh CAPA for the past 25 years. He has also sung with the Pittsburgh 
Opera Chorus for 27 years performing in over 70 productions. 
 
Keith Zagorski, Juror #4  
Keith has acted and directed at a variety of venues the past 25+ years, including The Bobcat Players, Little Lake 
Theatre, R-Act, Red Barn Players, and the Pittsburgh New Works Festival. This is his first production with Prime 
Stage Theatre. He is a founding member of The Bobcat Players, Beaver and serves as their president. He recently 
appeared with Little Lake Theatre in their 2024 production of Jacob Marleyôs Christmas Carol (Scrooge). Favorite 
roles include The Drawer Boy (Angus), The President (Norrison) and Old Love (Bud Mitchell) with The Bobcat 
Players; The Metromaniacs (Francalou) and The Grand Manner (Guthrie McClintic) with Little Lake Theatre, 
Canonsburg. Keith is in his 33rd year as a Supply Chain Leader at WESCO Distribution, Inc. 
  



  



  



ARTISTIC AND DESIGN BIOGRAPHIES  

Lisa Bansavage,  Dialect Coach  
Lisa is delighted to be working on her thirteenth production with Prime Stage Theatre. As an actor, her career 
spans Broadway, Off Broadway, regional theatre, film, television and national commercial credits including Master 
Class, Sideman, Turn of the Screw, A Man for All Seasons, The Grapes of Wrath, Grace & Glorie, Mastergate, 
Red Scare on Sunset, The Changeling, The Country Wife, A View from the Bridge, The Beauty Queen of Leenane, 
The Sisters Rosenweig, Night of the Iguana, Mississippi Burning, Married to the Mob, Three Men and a Baby, The 
Fisher King, Diary of Anne Frank, The Loman Family Picnic and a third of the full Shakespearean canon as well 
as a role opposite Sir Anthony Quayle in the BBC-London production of An Exchange of Gifts. She is a graduate 
of Carnegie-Mellon Universityôs theatre conservatory and holds a Masters from The University of Pittsburgh where 
she was the Merrill Fellow. Her most recent New York performance was as Elizabeth Jackson, Rebekah Baines 
Johnson and Virginia Clinton in First Mothers: The Women Who Raised Americaôs Presidents. 
 
Alexander Barnhart,  Technical Director  
Alex is a Theater artist and educator from Pittsburgh, PA.  A graduate of Slippery Rock University's BA Theater-
Design and Technology, class of 2014. Graduate of Kent State Universityôs MFA Theater- Design and Technology, 
class of 2021.  Alex has been working as a Designer, Educator, and Technical Director for various companies and 
universities in Pittsburgh and beyond including Prime Stage Theater, Kinetic Theatre, Carnegie Mellon University, 
Kent State, Wilkes, and Slippery Rock University. Over the years, theyôve had the opportunity to work on a number 
of incredible solo and collaborative projects. Thriving on creative challenges and building long-term relationships 
with artists and students along the way, Alex is always leaving an impactful impression behind. 
 
Wayne Brinda,  Ed.D., Producing Artistic Director  
As co-founder and producer of Prime Stage, Wayne has commissioned several world premieres, three of which 
will be presented next season; Mr. Poe Presents: an Evening of Mystery, Horror and Imagination, Freedom House: 
Giving Life a Second Chance, and Speak.  He also produced The Music Lesson, Wade in the Water, Clemente: 
The Measure of the Man, The Josh Gibson Story, The Westing Game, Perks of Being a Wallflower, and 
Perseverance.  For Prime Stage, Wayne has directed I Never Saw Another Butterfly and The Terezin Promise, 
The Miracle Worker, Treasure Island, The Outsiders, Twelve Angry Men, Diary of Anne Frank. Locally, he directed 
for Red Barn Players, Apple Hill Playhouse, Duquesne University Red Masquers, Penn State Thespian, Little Lake 
Theatre, Red Barn Theatre in Allison Park, and South Park Theatre, and was Director of the Pittsburgh Playhouse 
Jr. As a Museum Teaching Fellow of the US Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington DC, he has delivered 
presentations on adolescent literacy and Holocaust education at Jagiellonian University in Krakow, Poland, as well 
as the National Council of Teachers of English, The Association for Middle-Level Education, the American Alliance 
for Theatre and Education, the International Reading Association 21st World Congress on Reading in Budapest, 
Hungary, and others. Retired as an Associate Professor at the University of Pittsburgh/Bradford, he is currently an 
Adjunct Professor at Duquesne Universityfor the Spiritian Division. 
 
Alexis Hawk , Production Manager  
Alexis is thrilled to be a part of Prime Stage Theatre. She is involved with the National Tour of Spamilton as Tour 
Manager, Assistant Tour Manager and previously as Covid Compliance Officer. She has been seen both on and 
off the stage at several theatreôs, including Little Lake Theatre, South Park Theatre and Stage 62. She is a graduate 
of California University of Pennsylvania where she received her Bachelorôs Degree in Theatre and Associateôs 
Degree in Graphic Design and Multimedia. Many thanks to her friends, family and partner for supporting her in all 
of her endeavors. 
 
Meg Kelly , Costume Designer  
Meg is the costume designer for Prime Stage Theatreôs 28th season and also costumed our Annual Cemetery 
Walk.   Previously she was the costumer for Pride and Prejudice, The Importance of Being Earnest, Thespis, 
Amahl and the Night Visitors, The Gift of the Magi, and A Christmas Carol for the Pittsburgh Savoyards and has 
also assisted on (and performed in) quite a few G&S shows over the years. Megan also worked with South Park 
Theater and Resonance Works here in Pittsburgh as well as the Ogunquit Playhouse in Maine. 
  



ARTISTIC AND DESIGN BIOGRAPHIES  

Alex Keplar,  Properties Designer  
Alex is a Pittsburgh-based scenic and properties designer and is excited to be working with Prime Stage again 
as their Resident Properties Designer!  She is a graduate of Point Park Universityôs Conservatory of Performing 
Arts Some of her recent credits include I Never Saw Another Butterfly and The Terezin Promise (Scenic 
Designer and Properties Designer, Prime Stage Theatre) Sweeney Todd (Scenic Designer, Pittsburgh CAPA), 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (Properties Master, Prime Stage Theatre), 39 Steps (Properties Master, 
Prime Stage Theatre), The Sunshine Boys (Scenic Designer, South Park Theatre), The Amazing Lemonade Girl 
(Properties Master, Prime Stage Theatre), Angels in America (Properties Master, The Pittsburgh Playhouse), 
and Little Children Dream of God (Scenic Designer, The Pittsburgh Playhouse). She would like to thank her 
friends and family for all of their support! 
 
Samantha Magill,  Sound Designer  
Samantha is excited to be part of another Prime Stage Theater production! Her past work with Prime Stage 
includes sound design for The Boxcar Children, The 39 Steps, The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe, The 
Miracle Worker, Witness for the Prosecution, Great Expectations, Ruby Bridges and I Never Saw Another Butterfly 
& The Terezin Promise. She has also contributed her sound design talents to the New Hazlett CSA program, South 
Park Theatre, and Pittsburgh Public Theater. A proud graduate of IUP (class of 2021), Samantha is an active 
member of SoundGirlsô Pittsburgh chapter, which supports and inspires the next generation of women in audio. 
Samantha is deeply grateful to Prime Stage, her friends, family, and her cat for their continued support. 
 
Madelyn Missmer, Lighting Designer  
Madelyn is a freelance lighting designer based in Pittsburgh. Recent lighting design credits include: Pittsburgh 
Playhouse The Winter's Tale, The Mystery of Edwin Drood, Men on Boats & Big Storm Theatre Company Very 
Berry Dead.  Select assistant lighting design credits: Pittsburgh Playhouse Sondheim on Sondheim, Curtains, and 
Prime Stage The 39 Steps.  BFA Theatre Production - Point Park University. Madelynmiessmer.com 
 
Michael R. Petyak, Fight Director  

Michael has his B.F.A. in Musical Theater Performance, Magna Cum Laude; Shenandoah University, currently 
finishing M.F.A. Theatrical Pedagogy; University of Idaho. Fight Director credits include Pittsburgh City Theater, 
Pittsburgh CLO, Pittsburgh Public Theater, Kinetic Theater, Prime Stage, & numerous universities and high 
schools in the Greater Pittsburgh Area, and around the US. Can be seen performing stunts in Netflix's Rustin. 
Proud member of AEA/SAG-AFTRA/IATSE and Adjunct Professor of Theater at Seton Hill University 
 
Elizabeth Tweel,  Stage Manager  
Elizabeth is excited to be working on her second show with Prime Stage Theater. Originally from West Virginia 
she has been working across Pennsylvania, Kentucky, and West Virginia since she graduated from West Virginia 
Wesleyan College with a BA in Technical Theatre and Design with a focus on Stage Management. She has recently 
worked with the Scranton Shakespeare Festival, stage managing Gypsy, Titus Andronicus, and Twelfth Night. 
Along with Elf: The Musical, and Spirits of the Past with The Appalachian Center for the Arts.   
 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  



SUGGESTED READING LIST  

If this play has piqued your interest, why not check out a book or movie and explore more? 
Your public libraries have many online resources you can access from home through Libby 
or Hoopla. Check your libraryôs website for help in getting started. 
 
 
Childrenôs Books  
The Trial of Cardigan Jones by Tim Egan  
Cardigan the moose goes to trial for stealing an apple pie he swears he only sniffed.  
 
Trial By Journal  by Kate Klise  
In this illustrated novel told through journal entries, news clippings, and letters, twelve-year-old Lily finds herself 
on the jury of a trial while conducting her own undercover investigation of the case.   
 
The Lemonade Crime  by Jacqueline Davies  
When money disappears from fourth-grader Evanôs pocket and everyone thinks that his annoying classmate 
Scott stole it, Evanôs younger sister stages a trial involving the entire class, trying to prove what happened.  
 
Greenglass House  by Kate Milford  
Itôs wintertime at Greenglass House. As objects go missing and tempers flare, Milo and Meddy must decipher 
clues and untangle the web of deepening mysteries to discover the truth about Greenglass House- and 
themselves.    
 
The Westing Game  by Ellen Raskin  
The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings together an unlikely assortment of heirs who must 
uncover the circumstances of his death before they can claim their inheritance.    
 
Serving on a Jury  by Sara DeCapua  
Explains what a jury is, who can serve, how it is selected, what it does, and how a verdict is reached.  
 
The Doggie Defendant  
When Neil blames Digger for ruining his birthday party, Kim and Miles bring him to Kidsô Court to prove the 
dogôs innocence.  
 
Baby Loves Political Science: Justice!  By Ruth Spiro   
Part of the ñBaby Loves...ò series which offers an introduction to political science and the justice system perfect 
for babies.  
 
 
Teen Books  
A Separate Peace  by John Knowles  
Set at a boysô boarding school in New England during the early years of WW II, A Separate Peace is a 
harrowing and luminous parable of the dark side of adolescence. What happens between two friends one 
summer, like war itself, banishes the innocence of these boys and their world.  
 
Monster  by Walter Dean Myers  
While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his experiences in prison 
and in the courtroom in the form of a film script as he tries to come to terms with the course his life has taken.  
 
The Grand Jury  by Leslie Berger  
Explains how the American grand jury system operates and some of the abuses of this system, using classic 
cases as illustrations.  
 
Shackled  by Candy Cooper  
The explosive story of the Kids for Cash scandal in Pennsylvania, a judicial justice miscarriage that sent more 
than 2,500 children and teens to a for-profit detention center while two judges lined their pockets with cash.  
 
  



 

SUGGESTED READING LIST  

Adult Books  
Twelve Angry Men  by Reginald Rose  
A landmark American drama that inspired a classic film and a Broadway revival. A blistering character study and 
an examination of the American melting pot and the judicial system that keeps it in check.    
 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee  
A gripping, heart-wrenching, and wholly remarkable tale of coming-of-age in a South poisoned by virulent 
prejudice, it views a world of great beauty and savage inequities through the eyes of a young girl, as her father- 
a crusading local lawyer- risks everything to defend a black man unjustly accused of a terrible crime.  
 
Witness for the Prosecution by Agatha Christie  
Leonard Vole stands in the dock, accused of murder. His wife can prove his innocence but when she takes the 
stand she denies his alibi. Can he escape the hangmanôs noose?   
 
And Then There Were None  by Agatha Christie  
Ten strangers are invited to Soldier Island, an isolated rock near the Devon coast. Cut off from the mainland, 
with their generous hosts Mr. and Mrs. U.N. Owen mysteriously absent, they are each accused of a terrible 
crime. When one of the guests suddenly dies, they realize there may be a murderer amongst them. 
   
The Crucible by Arthur Miller  
One of the true masterpieces of twentieth-century American theater, The Crucible brilliantly explores the 
threshold between individual guilt and mass hysteria, personal spite and collective evil.   
 
The Runaway Jury  by John Grisham  
The jury in a Mississippi tobacco trial appears to be manipulated and controlled.  
   
The Repeat Room  by Jesse Ball  
In a speculative future, Abel, a menial worker, is called to serve in a secretive and fabled jury system. At the 
heart of this system is the repeat room, where a single juror, selected from hundreds of candidates, is able to 
inhabit the defendantôs lived experience, to see as if through their eyes.  
 
Presumed Innocent  by Scott Turow  
Rust Sabich, a family man and number two prosecutor of Kindle County is handed an explosive case. A 
shocking turn of events suddenly transforms him from the accuser to the accused...and plunges him into a 
nightmare world where nothing seems real, and no one can be presumed innocent.    
 
A Calamity of Souls  by David Baldacci  
When two wealthy white landowners are found dead, the whole country immediately thinks it must be Jerome 
Washington, the hired help, who killed them. Attorney Jack Lee will stop at nothing to prove that Jerome is 
innocent even at risk of his own life.  
 

(Descriptions condensed and edited from Amazon.com, IMBD.com, and Bibliocommons) 
 
 

Mission and History of Shaler North Hills Library  
 

To champion reading and empower the community through free access to quality resources, 
outstanding services, and dynamic programs.  

 
The library broke ground on December 7, 1941, and opened its doors in September 1942 with 

3,000 books. Today, SNHL offers ñBooks and So Much More,ò including free access to more than  
130,000 items,high speed Internet access, award-winning programs and an outstanding staff. 

   
Visit the library in person or see the library conducting outreach in the community. 

 
 

 
Shaler North Hills Library | 1822 Mt. Royal Blvd | Glenshaw PA 15116 | shalerlibrary.org. | 412-486-0211 



  



  


