The %,
Miracle

Worker ¢

- prime
stage |
-

. THEATRE®

November 3 - 12, 2023

at the New Hazlett Center for Performing Arts




HELEN KELLER AND LIONS INTERNATIONAL

Helen Keller challenged Lions to becorifrights of the blind in the crusade against
darkness."

Looking back overidns Qub Internationals century of service, Lions are known
around the world for their service to the blind and visually impaired. From visia
screenings and guide dog sponsorships, to supporting pediatricagecenters, for ﬁ
nearly 100 years Lions have worked to improve the lives of people who are blind

living with low vision. What became a worldwide phenomenon can be traced ba

to the tireless work of one extraordinary woman.

Biography
Born in Tuscumbia, Alabama, USA, in 1880, Helen Keller developed a fever at 18 months of age that left her blind
and deaf.

With the help of an exceptional teacher, AaMansfield Sullivan of the Perkins School for the Blind, Helen Keller
learned sign language and braille. A few years later, she learned to speak. As an adult she became a tireless
advocate for people with disabilities. And in 1925, she attended the [Giuitss International Convention and
challenged Lions to become "knights of the blind in the crusade against darkiiésslions accepted her
challenge and our work ever since has included sight progeamed at preventable blindness.

In 1971, the Board of Directors of Lions Clubs International declared that June 1 would be remembered as Helen
Keller Day. Lions around the world implement sighiaited service projects on Helen Keller Day.

1925 Speech at Lions Clubs International Convention

Helen Keller's landmark speech at the Lions Clubs International Convention in 1925 marked the beginning of an
era of vision service and support that would come to define Lions for decades.

Link to her speechhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EurAXgbcaiQ

RECYCLE GLASSES L

Prime Stage Theatre in Partnership with the Downtown Pittsburgh Lions Club will /1,

be collectingusable glasses that give new lifduring the run of The Miracle .{ { _1|
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Worker.

Refractive errors can be easily corrected with eyeglasses, yet millions liking amd middleincome
countries lack access to basic eye care services. Lions have recognized the urgent need for corrective
lenses and collect usable glasses in their communities to support the Lions Redjiglet Program.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EurAXgbcaiQ
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The Miracle Worker

Explore the boundaries of the senses as we venture inside this true story of young Helen Keller,
who was blind, deaf, and struggling to connect. Her teacher, Annie Sullivan, is our courageous
guide to reach Helen's isolation and bring her into contact with the outside world.

THE CAST
In Alphabetical Order
PeICY. . Ezra Archibald
N g 1= o | [0 1 PP John Dolphin
Captain Keller... ..o Rick Dutrow
y | O U Lynne Franks
VB i e a e e e e e e aaaa e Linda Haston
Helen KEIIBL.....uueiiie e Kendall Knotts
Y= V1 = Adjoa OpokeDakwa
G 1 L= T (=T | =T PR Stacia Paglieri
JAMES KEIIEY......co it Peter Stamerra
ANnnie SUlliVan...............coo i HollandAdeleTaylor
COlE, thE UOG... ..o e e e e e e e Cole Datsko
Setting:

The late nineteenth century at the home of tNeS f £ SN & Algbantadzd OdzYo A | X
when Helen is six yeaodd and Annie Sullivan comé&®m Bostonto tutor her.

Run Time:
Approximatelyl hour and 40ninutesplusintermission.

ARTISTIC AND DESIGN STAFF

1T (o] PP PUPPRUPPURPPPR Wayne Brinda
COoNSUIANL.......cooiiiii e Maryjean Mj) Shahen
Production Manager............cooeeeieiiiiiiiee e Erin Barnhart
TeChniCal DIFECIAL..........veiiiiiiiitieieee e Alex Barnhart
SCENIC DESIGNEL.......iiiiiiiiee et Johnmichael Bohach
Lighting DESIGNEL........eeiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e Ken Clothier
SOUN DESIGNEL......iiiiiiiiee ettt e e Samantha Magill
COSIUME DESIGNEL.....iiiiiieeiiiiiiei ettt e e e e e Ashlynn Swauger
ProOPEriESDESIGNEL. .....ciiiiiiiiiieieee e AlexKeplar
CANPENEEEL ettt Michael Boone
FAGE MANAGET... ..ot a e e e Jason Kmetic
AsSIStant Stage MaNAQET.........ccuuiiiiieeiiiee e Emma Moore
MasterElectrician and Light Board Operator..........cccccoovvuvvvieeeeeeiiivnnen. Tony Clayton
Yo o (ol = 111 = R Natalie Rose Mabry
Fight Choreographer...........oooo e Michael R. Petyak
Dialect CoaCh ... ..o Lisa Bansavage
AUdio DESCIIDEL.... .. s Nathan Ruggles
ASL Signed Interpreters........vveeiiiiiiieiiiieeeeee, Jennifer Flaggs and Heather Gray
Real Time Live CapliOner........ccoco oot a e e e e e e e e e e e e Anna Cillo
PROtOgrapher........oooiee e Laura Slossko
V4 To=ToTo ] =T o] 1T PSR Brandon Pierce
New HazletiSound Board Operator............oooooeiiieiieciiiiieeeeeeeeee Laura Moeller
New HazletBox OfficEManager..............uuuueieiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiieieeeaeaeaeeeeeenn, Nathan Wagner

Please noteThe use of any recording device, either audio or video, and the takipgotographs,
either with or without flash, is strictly prohibited. Pleasiéence all celbhones




PRIME STAGE THEATRE WOULD LIKE TO OFFER A SPECIAL THAKS 00 INGEE

Kim Brownand Spotlight Costumes
Megan Datskand Cole

Leann and Delaney Knoitsth Voice overs \
Beth Lawryand Shaler North Hills Library -""LL
lllume Lighting and Event Design . \tl\._.
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New Hazlett Staff & Ushers
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Sewickley Eye Center
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Prime Stage Staff and Volunteer

ACCESSIBILITY

SENSORY INCLUSIVE PERFORMANCE

The lastSaturday of eaclproduction at 2:30 PM Our Sensory Inclusive Performance is a family
experience. For all performancegyur patrons have access to Sensory bdgsigned to assist the
needs ofadults and children. The bags are filled with items that may help lessen sensory overload
and engage. The bag items are also easily cleaned and sterilized for multiple uses.

Prime Stage Theatre staff is certified for Sensory Inclusive with KultureCity

d@b KultureCity.
AUDIODESCRIPTICNERFORMANCE

AD))) The lastSundayof eachproduction with On-Stage PreShow, Actor Voice ID, and/or Touch Tour
at 1:30 PM, Audio PrShow at 2:15 PM, and Performance at 2:BM

Audio Description (or ADhelps to make visual imagery accessible to people who are, biiid low vision, or

vision los. Visual elements can include costumes, sets, and character appearances, along with action, gestures,
FILOALFLE SELINBaAaAz2yas yR 20KSN) gAadza- e AYLERNIFYyG A
the live performance.

Thisequipmentwas made available to the community thanks to the
Greater Pittsburgh Arts Counttifough a grant from the Allegheny Regional Asset District.

ASL SIGNED INTERPRETED PERFORMANCE
Thelast Sundayof eachproduction at 2:30PM.

We are pleasedo offer AmericanSignLanguagénterpreted performanceswith two certified
interpreters We alsoencouragestudentsstudyingsignlanguageto attend for observation.

REALTIME LIVE CAPTION

C Thelast Sundayof eachproduction at 2:30PM.
We are pleased to offer Realtime live captions to our patrons by Anna Cilldyvahce

Realtime Captioning Solutions.







Opera theater breaking barriers and
connecting cultures

8+/ )!0'

by Yan Pang
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CONSULTANT

Maryjean (Mj) ShahenConsultant)

MJ worked for years as a counselor/trainer for deafblind and deaf individuals with
multiple intellectual disabilities at Helen Keller National Center for the
Deafblind. She utilized various technologies/visual cues for instruction and
visual/tactual communicationShe then joined the Peace Corps Program and
lived in Kenya working as a Special Education teacher with deaf children with
those with other disabilies such as deafblind, learning disabilities, and
autism.Mj was previousha Communication Assessor for Temple University. She
alsoemployed as an American Sign Language instructor at the University of
Pittsburgh.Mj was also a CommunicaticdBupport Specialist/Trainer for C.E.M.
Sheis currently an ASL coordinator and professor at the Community College of
Allegheny CountyMj has a Bachelor of Science degree in recreation/leisure
counseling from Gallaudet University and a Master of Science degree from
Hofstra University with a specialty as an Education/Rehabilitation Counselor.

Helen Keller National Center for DeafBlind Youths and Adults

Helen Keller National Center (HKNC) is the only national program providing comprehensive vocational
rehabilitation services to youth (16 and older), workange adults and seniors (55 and better) with combined
hearing and vision loss. We work together witople who are DeafBlind to achieve their goals and aspirations.

“ Helen Keller
HKNC h NATIONAL CENTER

for DeafBlind Youths and Adults

OURSPECIAL THANKRO THEOLLOWING INTERPRETERS
Fortheir assistance during our rehearsal process

Maryjean Mj) ShahenConsultant

Heather Gray, professional ASL/English interpreter

Alison Bartley

Madison Eibel

Dan Randolph
CCAdQnterpreting Training Program studentsaleigh Penrocand Ceresa Morsaint

EVERY DONATION MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

Your donation will enable us to continue bringing great literature to life on stage an
support our mission, programs, productions, artjsiisd staff.

i Online atwww.primestage.com/support
1 Scanthe QR Code



http://www.primestage.com/support

DIRECTOR

Wayne Brinda, Ed.0Director)

Wayne isCofounder/Producing Artistic Director of Prime Stage where he
directedTreasure Island’he OutsidersTwelve Angry MerDiary of Anne
Frank | Never Saw Another Butterfly and The Terezin Prorasevell as the
world premieres offhe Music Lesson, and Clemente: The Measure of aAd&an
Producer, Prime Stage has commissioned several world premieres, stlible as
Westing GamePerks of Being a WallflowerandPerseverance.

Locally, Wayne has directed for Apple Hill Playhouse, Duquesne University Red
Masquers, Penn State Thespian, Little Lake Theatre, Red Barn Theatre in Allison
Park, and South Park Theatre, and was the Director of the Playhouse Jr.

As a Museum Teaching Fellow of the US Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington DC, Wayne produces
theatre productions on the Holocaust and conducts presentations on using literature and theatre to teach the
Holocaust. He has delivered presentations on asidat literacy and Holocaust education at Jagiellonian
University in Krakow, Poland, as well as the National Council of Teachers of English, The Associationfor Middle
Level Education, the American Alliance for Theatre and Education, the InternationahdrAadociation 21st

World Congress on Reading in Budapest, Hungary, and others.

Wayne recently retired as an assistant professor in the School of Education at the University of Pittsburgh
Bradford, He also taught at Duquesne University, The Oakland School, and SeAdayy 8nior School.

5Lw9/ ¢hwQ{ bhteo/

My research withThe Miracle Workehas been inspiring as we bring this true story of courage, teaching,
determination, and love. Discovering the challenges and accomplishments of Anne Sullivan, the teacher, Helen
YStt SNE GKS ai,daRlhysé ib thé liges & 1hesa pedple ¥akésdone stop and realize the scope

of thinking beyond and reaching foryourdreagid KA & A a aO2dzN> 3S FyR RA&A02 JSNE

Selectingrhe Miracle Worketo open our 27 season was to let you know about our accessibility outreach that
includes the update of our website to be accessible for the blind and visually impaired. Little did | know what
was about to unfold.

LG 6l & S&aLISOAlIffe SEOAGAY3A G2 RAAO20SNI t AlGdaod2NBEK
William Wade House in Oakmont. Please take the time to look at the information about Annie Sullivan and
Helen Keller in our lobby, on our websit&/hen inspired by Helen Keller, | invite you to discover even more.

. 2dzQft 68 FYFIT SR 0& KSNIIFOO2YLX AaKYSyda a |y | Rdzf i

A special thanks is extended to our consultants, partners, sponsors, and staff who all help to make the production
authentic and true to Helen Keller, Anne Sullivan, and those with special needs in our community. This includes
the Helen Keller Nationak@Gter Eastern Division who inspired us to expand our Accessibility Programs to include
Live Captioning!

Bringing this story and history to life with Pittsburgh connections for all audiences and celebrating teachers
and families is what Prime Stage is about. | hope you enjoy the journey of courage and discovaewith
Miracle Worker
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ACTOR BIOGRAPHIES

Ezra ArchibaldPercy

Ezra is an-§earold 3rd grader at Pittsburgh LindeHis favorite subjects are Math and Science. He is the
youngest of three children. Ezra loves reading, conducting science experiments, and learning about animals. Ezra
recently developed aimterest in acting through a workshop at his school in 2022. Ezra also plays football for
the Southside Bears where he plays free safety and defensive end. Ezra hopes to become a scientist when he
grows up.

John DolphinDr. Anagnog

John was last seen ithe Servant of Two Masteas the Pittsburgh Savoyards. He has been seen with Prime
Stage in the productions &f Wrinkle in TimandThe Boxca€hildren Last year he was seenRainting Lessons

during the CSA Series at the New Hazlett Theater. Previously he understudied the role of (The Legionnaire /
Mike) for What the Constitution Means to Ma City Theatre. Other local appearances include The Pittsburgh
New Works Festival, The Young Playwrights Festival at City Theatre, aneMl Rehhissance Theatre. He has
performed at the Studio Arena Theatre in Buffalo where he also worked as a teaching artist. New York City
credits include productions at the Gffenter Theatre, The New Theatre, The American Folk Theatre and The
Music Theatrd_ab.

Rick Dutrow(Captain Kellgr

Rick started his professional acting career at the age of 17 playing Mercutio. Rick went on to study as a Theatrical
Performance major at St. Vincent and Seton Hill Colleges. Rick has been performing for over 40 years on various
Pittsburgh area stages, &lision productions, and feature films. He most recently costarred in season one of

{ K2 ¢ ( ArveBc@réi Rusas the recurring character Nolan Danek and you may have seen his depiction of

{ SNBONEI 120 (GKAAa adzyYSNI Ay UngleNBngaTRick id nfaSieddtokii beaNiBlQ a  LJ
FOGNBaas {GSLKIYAS {6ATOZ YR KFra GKNBS AYyONBRAOGE S
Theatre, he is very honored to be part of this incredible cast and is thrilled to work for the secondntilee u

aNX» 21 &yS . NARRpednall$ dorNdeds yoa fgr@our support of the Arts!

Lynne FrankgAunt EY

Lynne is honored to portray Aunt Evihe Miracle Workewith old and new friends at Prime Stage Theatre.

Many thanks to Wayne and Connie and the entire cast, crew, and production team, for making this experience
as joyful as past productions here, includfgenic and Old Lace, Walk Two Moons, The Devil's Arithmetic, The
Westing GameandTo Kill a Mockingbird=avorite roles in other local venues, include Salzeiters to SalaSr

Aloysious inDoubt, a ParableMadam Arnfelt inA Little Night MusicHanna/Ethel Rosenberg iAngels in

Americak YR 20 KSNR® LGQ& | LINAGAESAS G2 akKFINB | LI NI 27

Linda Hastor(Viney)

la |y 002N 9l dzA (Lindahas direct®diahdioh pribrmedSad Fie2phisy 23 MWaars with local

t AGGA0dzZNBK LINRPFSaaaAz2ylf GKSFGNBS O2YLI yASad {2YS FI
2006 season opener @@rownd ¢ A Gdzo I = AY vdzZ yidzy ¢KSIFINBQa THey R t N
Crucibleand Mrs. Dickson if @ Yy b2 G 3 S Qaat City dHeafre an8 HenrlyJirdmNE&Itibon

National Tour and in Pittsburgh, 2009 as Addie in Oitiee Foxesand in 2013 a Citizen @ur Townat the

Pittsburgh Public Theatré&She has directed and/or performed from 2008 to 2018 at Off the Wall Productions
seasonsiHow | Learned to Drive, Four Dogs and a Bam# the Clubwhich she also choreographed and
performed,Baby Makes Sevethe Whale An Accident and World BuildeiShe has performed her acclaimed

one woman showMother Lodewritten by Virginia Wall Gruenert, Artistic Director at Off the Wall Theatre
Productions irRepandn February 2018 performed it successfully Off Broadway in New York and in June of 2023

in ReykjavikIceland.Sojournerin 2020 was her main stage directing debut with Prime Stage Theatre having
assisted directed he Diary of Anne FranBhe has performed with Prime Stage in past productions which include

To Killa Mockingbid { KS Aa | faz2 (G§KS 9RdzOIGA2YyY S5ANBOG2NXk¢SE OK
programming which is led by Literacy in ACTion (LACT). After performiing iMiracle Workershe will be
RANBOUGAY 3T t NRYS Rpsa Park§ ddd thelNi®RgBredy Bus Boyco. T



ACTOR BIOGRAPHIES

Kendall KnottsHelen Keller

Kendall is a 5th grader at Central Christian Academy. She is very excited to be involved in her first Prime Stage
production, but Kendall is no stranger to the stage. She has been seen as MadaliheRr'Sf A y S Q@as / K NA ¢
Jojo inSeussical Jas Charlie ilVilly Wonka Jand in the ensemble dfaptain Louie Jwhere she learned ASL

and was fortunate to work with some of her peers from Little Lake Theatre, as well as students from the Western

t! {OK22f F2NJ GKS 5SI Fo neér&dipl indpitatioddl sioi9 of Hedein KeliRomahs K S LI
8:31

Adjoa OpokuDakwa(Martha)

Adjoa is thrilled to join the cast dthe Miracle WorkerShe is an 8th grade theater major at Pittsburgh CAPA
and hasbeen in several productions at her scho@utside of CAPA, Adjoa's other roles include being a dancer
Ay |1 Aff 51 y0OS Blatk NasiwRittsbtrghSPubili§ NiRater’s Christmas Storfittsburgh

t £ & ¢ NA3IKW2 S KSdzNYSINIXAA and fevetal proguiiond ®ityf Bope Acadeniy. 2022 and

2023, Adjoa also won 1st place in the youth monologue and scene divisions respectively, of the Pittsburgh
t dzo f A 0Qa { KI | S aShaSdvesBlayid®piahdSsindiny, fagtiggdnd dancingasginds thanks to

her amazing family, friends, and teachers.

Stacia PaglierfKate Keller

Stacia is delighted to be in another Prime Stage Theatre production alongside such an amazing cast and crew!
Stacia graduated from Point Park University with a BFA in Acting and continued to train and work in New York
City for several years in theater afithn. Upon returning to Pittsburgh, she premiered the role of Mary Shelley

in the world premiere adaptation dfrankensteirwith Prime Stage. Some other credits incluéie You Like It

and! f f Qa 2 St f atiLénhgniont Théakré Com@ahytin Coloradbgeve she is originally from. Stacia is
honored to help share this powerful story of perseverance, and thanks her loved ones for their enduring
support.

Peter StamerrgJames Kellgr

Peter is thrilled to return to Prime Stage Theatre! Having previously appeafddQuiet on the Western Fron
(Tjaden) and’he Perks of Being a Wallflow@harlie), Peter is now a senior Musical Theatre major at University
of the Arts. His most recent musical credits incliutnetown(Mr. McQueen, Bobby u/s) artdead Over Heels
(Musidorus)

Holland Adele Taylor(Annie Sullivan

Holland is thrilled to be making her Prime Stage Theatre debut! Holland earned her B.A. degree in Theatre
Performance at Xavier University in Cincinnati. Some of her past favorite roles iBtltidd ChildShelly),The
Wolves(#25), andThe Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nigime(Siobhan). She would like to thank the cast

and crew for their dedicated efforts and collaborative spirit with building this story, as well as her family, friends,
and boyfriend for their endless love and support. Enjoyshew! IG: hollandadele

Cole DatskdCole theDog

Cole is camwner, cofounder, and ce2 LISNF 12 NJ 2F W¢KS C! waKQ | aSt T &SN
South Park. Prior to opening the FURgh, Cole has been a loyal companion since being adopted as puppy in April
2018. When not busy being a 2 brandsuat and shop dog, he enjoys being outside with his mom, going for
walks hiking, running with his best buddy Angela, water sports, and loves his chew bones! Cole is also an avid
swimmer and dock diver, with his longest dock dive being an impressive 18 feet! This friendly boy enjoys meeting
and making new friends and lovesttdk to everyone he meets. Cole is very excited to participate in his very

first play and share the stage with his new friends.



ARTISTIC AND DESIGN BIOGRAPHIES

Lisa Bansavag@ialect Coach)

Lisa is delighted to be working on her eighth production with Prime Stage Theatre. As an actor, her career spans
Broadway, Off Broadway, regional theatre, film, television and natiooaimercial credits includinlylaster
ClassSidemanTurn of the ScrewA Man for All Seasonshe Grapes of Wratlrace & GlorigMastergate Red

Scare on Sunset, The Changelifge Country WifeA View from the Bridgé& he Beauty Queen of Leenaiibe

Sisters Rosenweig, Night of the Iguakbssissippi Burningvarried to the Mob Three Men and a Bab¥he

Fisher KingDiary of Anne FranRhe Loman Family Picraind a third of the full Shakespearean canon as well as

a role opposite Sir Anthony Quayletire BBG_ondon production oAn Exchange of GiftShe is a graduate of
Camegia St t 2y ! YAOGSNEAGEQA (GKSFOINBE O2yaSNIIF(i2NE | yR K2
she was the Merrill Fellow. Her most recent New York performance was as Elizabeth Jackson, Rebekah Baines
Johnson and Virgia Clinton irFirst Mothers:¢ KS 2 2YSy 2 K2 wlA&aSR ! YSNAOF Q& t

Alexander Barnhar{Technical Director)

Alex is a Theater artist and educator from Pittsburgh, PA. A graduate of Slippery Rock University's BA Theater
5Sa4A3dy yR ¢SOKyz2f23ex Oflaa 27F HnwmADBesigdhidd Reddnalo§y, 2 T Y
class of 2021 Alex has been workg as a Designer, Educator, and Technical Director for various companies and
universities in Pittsburgh and beyond including Prime Stage Theater, Kinetic Theatre, 12 Peers Theater Company,
Carnegie Mellon University, Kent State, and Wilkes UniveroigeNJ 1 KS &SI NAX G(KS@ Q@S KI
work on a number of incredible solo and collaborative projects. Thriving on creative challenges and building
longterm relationships with artists and students along the way, Alex is always leaving an impaptigsion

behind.

Erin BarnhartProduction Manager)

Erin is a Pittsburgh based Production Manager and a Theatre Management graduate of Kent State University.
She worked as a Resident Stage Manager and Production Stage Manager in Scranton, Pennsylvania before
returning back to her hometown of Pittsburgh.ri$ excited to be working as the Production Manager here at
Prime Stage Theater, and as always, she would like to thank her friends and family for their continued support!

Johnmichael BohacfScenic Designer)

Johnmichael is a freelance scenic designer and properties artisan based in Pittsburgh, Pennsyl2808&,.he

graduated from the University of Pittsburgh with degrees in Theatre Arts and Architectural Studies and has since
gone on to design over 175 gutuctions with a variety of theatre and opera companies, both locally and
nationally. He is honored to have been a part of Prime Stage for over ten years while designing the sets for
Arsenic and Old Lace, Karloff, Mockingbird, Twelfth Night, Of Mice andTHe Diary of Anne Frank, All Quiet

on the Western Front, Perks of Being a Wallflower, 1984, To Kill a Mockingbird, The Giver, A Lesson Before Dying,
¢KS / NHzZOAG6E ST ¢KS a2dzaSUNILIE ¢KS 5SOAfQa ! NWakk YS (A
Two Moons, The Great Gatsby, Fahrenheit 451, A Wrinkle in Time, The Elephant Man, The Scarlet Letter,
Antigone, The Glass Menagerie, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, Romeo and Juliet, Tuesdays with Morrie, Our Town,
The Westing Game, Of Mice and Men, dadk & Rochelle.

Tony Clayton(Master Electrician / Light Board Operator)

Tony is a Spring 2022 graduate of IUP. He has been doing electrics and lighting design in the Pittsburgh area and
Woodstock, New York since. This is his fourth show working with Prime Stage Theatre. He also did work with
Pittsburgh Playwrights, Texture B#] and IATSE union calls this summer working on concerts such as, Ed
Sheeran, and Taylor Swift.

Helen Keller Loved DogBS O dzA S a4KS 6l a4 RSIFFofAyRXI aKS yS@SNJ
a puppy exuberantly chase a ball. But she could feel tffej dzA a A G A @S y dzZRIS 2F | F
fur under her hand or a tired canine head resting gently on her lap. Love finds a way to communicate

vdz2 S TReNsBryof &y Lile O mcpnov o6& | Sf


http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/keller/life/life.html

ARTISTIC AND DESIGN BIOGRAPHIES

Ken Clothier(Lighting Designer)

Ken is excited to be making his design debut with the Prime Stage Theater. He has created designs and performed
technical work for Mountain Playhouse, the Montgomery Theatre, Lincoln Park Performing Arts Center, the New

I FT€S3G ¢ KSI G NB X Musiy &hd Drama.Kén is{ad KsgiahtProfdssor of Theatre at Seton Hill
University in Greensburg, PAn addition to teaching in the design & technology curriculum, he has served as
Technical Director and designed sets, lights, media & sound on nelanlydaed productions.Ken earned his

MFA in Scenic Design from Boston University. His work may be folttgsit/www.kgclothier-design.com/

Alex KeplafResident Properties Designer)

't SE A& | t AGGaodz2NEK o0F&aSR a0OSyAO |yR LINRLISNIASa
Conservatory of Performing Arts and is excited to be working with Prime Stage again as their Resident Properties
Designer! Some of her recent creditslide These Shining LivéScenic Designer, South Park Thedfre Prom

(Scenic Designer, Pittsburgh CAPKe Lion, the Witch and the Wardroiéroperties Master, Prime Stage
Theatre),39 StepgProperties Master, Prime Stage TheatiBe Sunshine BoyScenic Designer, South Park
Theatre),The Amazing Lemonade GProperties Master, Prime Stage Theatr&)igels in AmericéProperties

Master, The Pittsburgh Playhouse), dittle Children Dream of G@¢8cenic Designer, The Pittsburgh Playhouse).

She would like to thank her friends and family for all of their support!

Jason Kmeti¢Stage Manager)

Jason has been working in theater for 20 years. He started with Prime Stage theater in 2005 and has worked
with them on and off for the last 18 years. He has also worked for Daswkproduction companies in California.
WIEHaz2zy KFa NBOSydGfte NBUdNYSR G2 tAdGGaodzZNBEK (G2 32 ot
The Long Road Today/ El Largo Camino Del(Hghting Technician/First Assistant Stage Managgpsis
Requiem(Lighting Designer/Stage Manage@ypsy(Master Carpenter/Stage Managef Mice and Men
(Assistant Stage Managef)5 Min of FamdgAssistant Director/Stage ManageFjifth Feeling: A Performance
Ritual(Lighting Designer/Stage Managatjestfield Mall Holiday Show 201HBi¢hting Designer/Stage Manager),

High School Drama Award®roduction Stage Manager), and most recerifllye Boxcar Childre(Stage
Manager). Jason is proud to have worked on this production and would like to thank his parents for their
continued support. And a special thanks to Shannon, for attending every show Jason has worked!

Samantha Magil(Sound Designer)

Samantha is thrilled to be a part of another Prime Stage Theater production! Her previous works ifbkide:
Amazing Lemonade Gisound Designer)The White RoséSound Designer)The Boxcar ChildrefSound
Designer),The 39 StepéSound Designer) anthe Lion, The Witch, and The WardréBeund Designer) with

Prime Stage Theater. She has also designed for the New Hazlett CSA program, South Park Theater, and Pittsburgh
Public Theater. She is a proud IUP graduate (class of 2021) and a member of the$$uadGi t A G ( & 6 dzNA |
which promotes and inspires the next generation of women in audio. When she is not in the theater, she spends
her time working as a futime producer for KDKA News radio. She is extremely thankful for Prime Stage and her
friends, Bmily, and cat for their support.

ol wanted to teacther what language is. | know withoutt@ do
nothing but obey is no gift. Obedience withautderstanding is
a blindnesstoo. Is that all I've wished on her?

~ Annie Sullivan



https://www.kgclothier-design.com/

ARTISTIC AND DESIGN BIOGRAPHIES

Michael R.Petyak(Intimacy Coordinator/Fight Director)

Michael is extremely thankful to being welcomed back into the Prime Stage family for yet another great
production. Holding a B.F.A. in Musical Theater (Magna Cum Laude) from Shenandoah University, Michael has
performed, directed and choreographed natiowafbr stage, television and filmSome of his most notable

credits include swordighting at the Pennsylvania Renaissance Faire & Powel Crosley Estate (Sarasota,
FL),doubling "Across the Universe" star Joe Anderson in the locally filmed television séusiders”, as well

as doubling Disney star Calum Worthy in "Replicate" on Netflix. He can be seen doing stunts most recently in the
film "Rustin” (Netflix Release November 3rd 2024). He also has done fight direction locally for Pittsburgh CLO,
Quantun Theater, Pittsburgh City Theater, Kinetic Theater, Prime Stage, Little Lake Theater and numerous high
schools in the Greater Pittsburgh Area. Michael has taught master classes in stage combat/stunts at the
University of Pittsburgh, Point Park UniversiBarnegie Mellon University, Westminster College, CAPA, Seton
lAff ' YAOGSNEAGEY g9 {GSStili26y 9YyUSNIIFIAYYSYyld t Ne2SOi
9 [FTYLX AIKGEZT a{SONBiOG {Iyill I | YR ninstesAnithe entettalfdntNS ¢ |
industry. Michael is a proud member of SAFTRA , AEA, & IATSEe would like to thank Connie & Wayne
Brinda for their faith in him for yet another wonderful production and season.

Ashlynn SwaugefCostume Designer)

lakKfeyy Aa | 20+t [/ 2a0GdzyS 5SaA3ySNI FNBY 2Said bSgis;
Technology from Seton Hill University, Ashlynn has traveled the codasigning for companies like Tibbits

Opera House and Strongbox Theatre. She is beyond excited to work with Prime Stage this fall and become
reacquainted with her Pittsburgh theater family.

TRADER
JOE’S




ASSECCESSIBLITY SBRKERAPHIES

Nathan Ruggle§Audio Describer)

Nathan has provided Audio Description (AD) services for Prime Stage patrons who are blind and visually impaired
since 2017. Together they received the 2022 Award for Achievement in Audio Description for Theater from The
American Council of the Blind (ACB)under and Principal of Audio Describe Pittsburgh!, he provides AD for the
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust Broadway Series and Pittsburgh CLO, and serves theaters and venues in the greater
Pittsburgh area and beyond. He has also worked with organizationslsdich CAf Y t AGGaodzZNBKX
Museum, Andy Warhol Museum, Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council, and the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts. He
has trained through the Audio Description Institute, Audio Description Access, Audio Description Coalition, VSA
Pemsylvania, and the Kennedy Center Leadership Exchange in Arts and Disability (LEAD). Beyond writing and
narration, he furnishes comprehensive services that include recording, consulting, and technical support,
bringing his unigue background in professiostige acting, voice over, broadcast radio, podcast production,

arts administration, political advocacy, and radio reading services. Learn more about Nathan and his work at
nathanruggles.org.

Jennifer FlaggM.Ed., MMP, NI&dv, SC:L, EdR (Signed Interpreter)

Jenniferhas been interpreting since 199&he currently serves as the program coordinator at the Community
College of Allegheny County, where she has taught interpreting since 3bit2has worked in a widariety of
interpreting settings that include theatezpurt, and the educational fieldShe currently splits her time between
Pittsburgh and the New River Gorge in West Virginia where she enjoys rock climbing and hiking with her two
dogs.

Heather Gray(Signed Interpreter)

Heather is a certified ASL Interpreter, working with the Deaf community for nearly 25 $barearned her BA
from The University of Pittsburgh, where she was the 1997 Homecoming Queen, a Herald Trumgtetdiad
ASL under the late Karen Walkney Mrdjenovich. She holds an MA from Duquesne Unkteaditgr is an
awardwinning actor, published and awawdinning writer, and her photography has been seen online and in
printed publications.

Anna Cillo(Realtime Captioner)

Advanced Realtime Captioning Solutions is owned and operated by Anna Cillo, who has been providing captions
and reaktime court reporting in western Pennsylvania and the surrounding states since 20@®a Cillo is a
member of the NCRA, the AssociatmfiCourtReporters and Captioners, and a graduate of CGh€.worked

as the staff captioner for the Pittsburgh Pirates fr@®l42022 andhas provided captions for the Pittsburgh
Chapter of the Hearing Loss Association throughout her carddvanced Realtime Captioning Solutions was
founded in 2018 in response to the demand for captioning in and around the City of Pittsbivgthave
provided captions and consulting to many organizations and individuals within the City of Pittsburgh and the
surrounding areas. Some organizations we have worked with include Carnegie Mellon University, The Pittsburgh
Cultural Trust, The Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, Duquesne University, City Theater, The Children's Museum
of Pittsburgh, Temple Sinai, The Helitigtory Center, and have been working with the Center for Hearing and
Deaf Services for many years.

Conrad CalhooifAccessibity Dog)

Conradis happy to be a part of Prime Stage Theatre amirtAccessibility Outreachince he needs assistance
withg I £ 1 A Y (Hé KaSySpeasedin the production of Big Fish at the Theatre Factory and helped with Prime
Stage's production Of Mice and Men. For the past seven years he has attended rehearsals as a visiémi critic
dog consultant. Conrad loves theatre and being with his owner, Scott.

Prime Stage Theatre is committed to providing an environment that is inclusive and welcoming to all patrons. Please
identify any special seating needs to our Box Office staff when reserving your tickets in amvime®r by calling Box
Office at the New Hazlett 412.320.4610



SUGGESTED READING LIST
If this play has piqued your interestie inviteyou to check out a book or movie an(v

explore more Your public libraries have many online resources you can access

K2YS (GKNRdzZZK [A0O0& 2NJ 1 22L)X | & / KSO] Sn I NEQa
Books...And So Much More!

| KA f Q N‘E y Qa .22 1 a Shaler North Hills Library

Helen Keller: Courage in the Dally Johanna Hurwitz

For beginner readersA biography of the blind and deaf girl who overcame her physical challenges with the help
of her teacher, Annie Sullivan.

Annie Sullivan and the Trials of Helen Kelbgr Joseph Lambert
Presented in comic book format, the storyldélen Keller and Annie Sullivan, focusing on the struggles both
women faced.

Helen Keller: Crusade for the Blind and DegfStewart Graff and Polly Anne Graff
A biography of the blind and deaf woman who rose above her physical disabilities to international renown and
who helped other handicapped persons to live fuller lives.

Who was Helen Kelle®y Gare Thompson
tF NI 2F (GKS G2K23 2KIGX 2KSNB¢E¢ aSNASa GKIFG KAIKEAS
both blind and deaf.

Louis Braille, the Boy Who Invented Books for the BlaydVlargaret Davidson
A poignant story of the man who developed the Braille system of printing for the blind.

Helen Keller: Rebellious Spiky Laurie Lawlor
[ 6t 2NR& dzaS 2F tA0SNIf ljd2GSa FNRY YSi{tSNRa 26y ¢
lYYS {dz ftAQFyZ 2FFSNIAYyaAaAIKEG Ayd2 YSEfSNDRa OKIF NI OG!

Helen Keller: The World in Her Hedoy Lesa ClindRansome
A husbanéandwife team pay tribute to a true American hero in this textured, provocative narrative with
aSyaz2zNe RSiOFAfa G2 S@21S | StSy YStfSNRa NAOK LISNDOSI

Teen Books

Show Me a Sighy Ann Clare LeZotte

LG A& mynp YR alNE [FYOSNI KlFha Ffgrea FSt4G arFsS |
where practically everyone communicates in a shared sign language. But recent events have shattered her life:
land disputes between English settleand the Wampanoag people are becoming increasingly bitter, and a
a0ASyiAal RSUSNNVAYSR (2 RAaAO020USNI GKS 2NRAIAya 2F (F
LISNFSOG atA@S aLISOAYSyé o

The Silence Between Wy Alison Gervais
After moving to Colorado, deaf seventegearold Maya is forced to attend a hearing school, where she must
navigate a new life and prove that her lack of hearing will not stop her from pursuing her dreams.

Miss Spitfireby Sarah Miller

At age twentyone, partially blind herself, lonely but spirited Annie Sullivan travels from Massachusetts to
Alabama to try and teach spearold Helen Keller, deaf and blind since age two, -disifipline and
communication.



SUGGESTED READING LIST

No Barriersby Erik Weihenmayer
Born with a rare condition that blinded him as a teenager, Erik Weihenmayer never let his diagnosis hold him
back from a full life. In 2001, he became the first blind man to climb Mount Everest, the highest point on Earth.

Helen and Teachdry Joseph Lash
At the heart of this wonderful biography is the relationship between two great American women whose lives
were bound together for all time.

Helen Keller: Her Life in Picturbg George Sullivan
Accompanied by a brief commentary from Sullivan, this suite of photos portrays Keller from early childhood into
her 80s.

Adult Books

The Miracle Workeby William Gibson

Based on the remarkable true story of Helen Keller and her teacher Annie Sullivan, this inspiring and
unforgettable play has moved countless readers and become an American classic.

The Story of My Lifey Helen Keller

The autobiography, written by Helen Keller at 22 years old, is about her life being deaf and blind, and her triumph
over these tribulations. Within the book, she details her educational achievements and her introduction to the
world through her breakthrouginto communication.

Teacher: Ann Sullivan Madyy Helen Keller
A tribute written by Keller about her lifong friend and teacher, Anne Sullivan Macy.

Beyond the Miracle Workeby Kim E. Nielson

Beyond the Miracle Worker, the first biography of Annie Sullivan Macy in nearly fifty years, complicates the
typical Heled Yy YA S G FSStf 3J22Ré yINNIGAGS Ay &dzNLINRA anbty 3 4|
Y St £ tBeNdldgraphy is the firsto put Macy squarely at the center of the story. It presents a new and
fascinating tale about a wounded but determined woman and her quest for a successful, meaningful life.

Helen Keller: A Lifey Dorothy Herrmann
52NRUOKe | SNXYIFYyyQa oA23IANILIKE 2F |1 StSy YSEtEtSNIGF]1Sa c
crushed a woman less stoic and adaptabénd less protected.

Demystifying Disabilitypy Emily Ladau
An approachable guide to being a thoughtful, informed ally to disabled people, with actionable steps for what
to say and do (and what not to do) and how you can help make the world a more inclusive place.

Being Seemy Elsa Sjunneson
A Deafblind writer and professor explores how the misrepresentation of disability in books, movies, and TV
harms both the disabled community and everyone else.

There Plant Eyes: A Personal and Cultural History of Blindng$8. Leona Godin

From Homer to Helen Keller, from Dune to Stevie Wonder, from the invention of braille to the science of
echolocation, M. Leona Godin explores the fascinating history of blindness, interweaving it with her own story
of gradually losing her sight.

(Descriptions condensed and edited from Amazon.com, Wikipedi&e@mdReads)

Shaler North Hills Library |1822 Mt. Royal Blvd | Glenshaw PA 15116 | shalerlibrary thl



Do you believe live theatre can change the world?

Prime Stage Theatre does. And every time we step on stage, we do.
D

Tuesday, November 28, 2023

Each year GiveBig Pittsburgh and the global Giving Tuesday initiative offer supporters of
nonprofits around the world the chance to make a personal contribution close to their hearts.

Please mark your calendar for November 28th and make your donation to Prime Stage Theatre.

More information will go out through our newsletter, social media, and posted on our website

with a link to our special online Giving Page.

prime
stage prime.

stage

more than 100 inspiring plays for audiences

THEATRES

» Since 1996, Prime Stage Theatre has prese
of all ages throughout Western Pennsylvania ... plays that convey themes of empathy, hope
and transformation and help bring our community together to share common bonds.

» Each year, we sponsor unique classroom programs for students and teachers that show the
power of theatre in stimulating new ways of thinking, learning, and problem-solving.

* Your support helps us continue our literacy workshops ... develop new sensory-inclusive
programming for special needs students ... grow our Prime Stage Sprouts plays for
elementary-age audiences.

* We can serve more patrons with our accessibility outreach on the last Sunday of each
production with our Audio Description, ASL Signed interpreted, and Real Time Live Caption
performances.

On Tuesday, November 28th you can make a Giving Tuesday donation that will help Prime
Stage reach more students, educations, families, and theatregoers with the kind of meaningful
theatre you can be assured makes a major difference in their present and future.

Prime Stage Theatre Brings Literature to Life...
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prime

stage  ELEX PLAN MEMBERSHIP

THEATREZ?

Prime Stage Flex Plan Membership gives you a
total of five tickets to our 2023/2024 season!

e Use your tickets in any combination that works
best for you with our four productions

e This plan includes one extra ticket to
“Bring a Friend" for a total of five tickets

e Exchange Tickets at any time
with no additional cost!

OVER $50
SAVINGS!




FUNDERS

WEOFFER OUR SINCERE THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOUNDATIONS AND CORPORATIONS WHO SUPI
OUR MISSION WITH THEIR GENEROSITY

Allegheny Regional Asset District (RAD
Jack Buncher Foundation

The Philip Choskgharitable and Educational Foundation

Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Downtown Pittsburgh Lions Club

Eden Hall Foundation

TheFine Foundation

Henry C. Frick Education Fund of the Buhl Foundation

The Grable Foundation
The Heinz Endowments

King Family Giving Fund
The Kosciuszko Foundation

Laurel Foundation

Massey Charitable Trust
National Endowmentfor the Arts

Opportunity Fund

W.I. Patterson Charitable Fund
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts
Pittsburgh Regional Transit

Donald & Sylvia Robinsé&amily Foundation

Sewickley Eye Center

SneeReinhardtCharitable Foundation

State Farm

TEPCO Trombold Equipment Company

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS

A,

Maryna & Samuel Alt
Bonnie Anderson
Claudia Babic

Ken Bado

Megan Baltruzak

Lisa Bansavage

Dr. lvan Baumwell
Enrique BazaArias
Kathy Bazawrias
StefenoBiancaniello
Donna Blanchard
Edward Blazina

Dr. Richard Bowers
Ann & Brad Bozick
Wayne & Connie Brinda
Bonnie Brown
CatherineBurkardt
Allison M. Cahill

Scott P. Calhoon

Gary Chuutorich
Rosemary K. Coffey
Joanne Colaizzi
Lauren Collister
Lawrence Connolly
Rene S. Conrad

Kathy & Jerry Coyne
Lynn Cullen

Bob & Judy Cunningham
Art DeConciliis

Patricia Deleonibus
Steven Doerfler

John & Louanne Dolphin
Molly Dunning

Richard Eakin

Mary Lou Ellena

Dr. & Mrs. Davinglish
Lisa Erb

Liz Fager

Lynne & Steve Franks
Anna Fitz

Heather Gray

Marcia Geary

Mary E. Gibson

Michelle Gibson

Sharon Gilliland
Suzanne Gilliland

Leslie Goldstein & Margie Bachman
Chris Goranson

Ken Henderson

Richard Heppner
Maryann Herman

Keith Herriot

M.K. Hughes

Lonnie Jantsch

Brian Joseph

Craig Ik

Ada Kallio

Curtis Kaminski

Alesia Kapla

Maria Kautter

Mary Kenney

Lee & John Kikel
Christine King

Randall & Lisa King
Karey Klusner

April Knizner

Susan Kozay

Matthew & Laura Kresock
Kristen & GeofferiKurland
Ray & Ann Marie Kuyler
Hazel Carr Leroy

Julie Leslie

Ashley London

Wendy Lomicka

Kenneth Loshelder
KathyLundgren

Ken & Sharon Lutz
Macia Lynne

Nanette Mancuso
ElectraMarkopoulos
Claude Mauk

Ruth Marlowe

Kathy MarioAwWood
Graham Mcintosh
Lawrence McCullough
Brenda Meli

Jenna & JirVersereau
Joyce & Jim Miller
Deborah Mitchell
Joanne Moore

Kathy Mountz

Cara & Justin Nagel
Anne Marie Nelson
5SyyAad hQl/2yyStt
Rev. & Mrs. A. David Paul
Mike Perry

Susan Powell
Douglas Riethmuller
Elizabeth Reitz

Chelle Robinson
Scott Roller

Nathan Ruggles

Mary Sanders

Alan Schellewolfe
Ann Schiavone

Marty Schiff

Margaret Schulz
Lynda Schuster
Debra & David Sciranka
Howard Seamens
Mike & Marla Sharkey

Ed Simon

Alan and Barbara Soltis
Janet Soltis

Mara Steinmetz
Danielle Stonehirsch
Coleen SullivaBaier
Clarissa Suppermam
Carlene Swiner

Robin Timo

Lois Thomson

Kathy Trapauzzano
Robin Timo

Lois Thomson

Kathy Trapauzzano
Paul & Martha Trombold
Robert & Deborah Trombold
Amber Vala

Shane & Eleanor Valenzi
Renee Vandall
Deborah Walker
Jessica Walker
Suzanne Ward
Veronica White

Deb Wirth

Maureen Wirth

Nancy Zionts

Julia & Oliva Zoratto
Yutong Wang

Bonnie Weiss

Sarah Wiggin

Carol Winzeler

Other Donations
Anonymous
Facebook Birthdays
Teen Board Fundraisers
Perseverance Books



PRIME STAGE THEATRE

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Wayne Brinda, Ed.D............oooviiiii e Producing Artistic Director
(0701 o1 1T= 1 =] ¢ oo F- VU General Manager
[T To F= W o F= T (o] o PR PPPP TP Education Director
John Dolphin........ccccviiieeeeiiiiinee Education Consultargnd Drama Awards Director
CINAY WS EducatiorBox Office Manager
DEbra SCIrANKA. ......c.evviiiiie et Rublic RelationBirector
MaAtt HENAEISON. ....coiiiiiiiiiiiii e Social Medidirector
SOPhIE MCCIUNG......cco oo a e e e e e e e e e e Marketing Coordinator
BOD NEBUL.....cieiiie e Fundraiser Consultant
JasonN KMELIC........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieee e Prime Stage Rehearsl| Studio Manager
VEAA LAINEA.... .ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e e e s e e e s e s anannnned Data Base Manager
Michael R. Petyak .........ccooiiiiiiiiiiii it Intimacy Coordinator
Nathan RUQJQIES. .......oeiieiiiie e Audio Describer
JONN CIATK....oeiiiiiii e WED DESIGNET

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The mission of Prime Stagbeatreisto entertain, inspire and enridlamilies, students, educatarand

theatergoersthrough professional theatre by bringing literature to life. Our visiomrigleing lives
through theatre and literacy with prograntat deliverquantifiable results and benefits to the region.

Martha Trombold, President

Mary Lou Ellena, Vice President
Deborah Wirth Treasurer

EnrigueBazan Richard Garland, MSW Amber Vala, Esq.
Connie BrindaEXx oficio Mary E. Gibson, Esq, ShaneValenzi, Esq.
Wayne Brinda, Ed.D Lawrence McCullough, Ph.D. Sueanne Zoratto
John Dolphin Cara Nagel

TEEN ADVISORY BOARD

The Prime Stage Teen Advisory board is a group of young adults who are passionate about thehtrarésd
who have thedesire to uphold the mission of Prime Stage, to serve and engage the Pittsbuongiunity, to
connect to and encourage the minds of youth, and prioritize social relevance in the arts.

TEACHER ADVISORY COUNCIL

We believe that literacy and thbeatre can lift people up, inspire opportunities, and present new ways of seeing
the world in positive ways. Effective teachers help students connect literature to their own world. Students discover
literature, enjoy reading and vicariously "live in" therature. Talented artists bring stories from the pages to life

by providing multsensory experiences. Our adaptations of literature and historical figures and programs are
selected and produced to meet those goals

AMBASSADORS

They @courage conversations with patrons which will result in continued patronages@pubrt andpromote
Prime Stage Theatre throughatite Pittsburghregion.






